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FishBase Summary Page
FishBase is the most comprehensive repository of 
scientifically validated information about fish species. 
Being free to access, it had some 1.75 million visits from 
620,000 unique visitors in January 2020 and about 0.7 
million users per month the last years. Impressive for a 
scientific database. 

But despite the large datasets for a wide range of 
potential applications for understanding, 
conserving, recovering and managing marine and 
freshwater biodiversity and its use in fisheries, 
aquaculture and ornamentals, most users take 
advantage of only a small fraction of the 
possibilities.

Surge of interest from aquaria is encouraging.

How to reach even more special interest and 
general publics?

 

  



Fishrulers for awareness (1)

Started by Rainer Froese and FIN colleagues and further developed as of 2005 by the 
INCOFISH research collaboration, e.g. for the Philippines and northern Peru “Chikipez”

 

  



Fishrulers for awareness (2)

Other fish rulers followed: North Sea – by INCOFISH, then with a slick new edition by the 
Hamburg Consumer Protection Agency (2011), Greece (2014) and several more.

 

  



Fishrulers for awareness (3)

Work with schools rendering access to research 
results easier and engaging with local communities also 
attracted interest with fishers and traders in Senegal,
Gambia and elsewhere (starting 2011)

 

  



Small-Scale Fisheries Academy

The Small-Scale Fisheries Academy is a safe multi-actor platform for respectful dialogue, joint 
learning, co-creation of knowledge and innovation for the recovery, protection and sustainable 
use of marine and coastal resources and prosperous artisanal fisheries inaugurated end 2018.

 

  

Role play by Marcelo Morales in Buenos Aires, 
2019



Going further afield
Opportunities for innovations are in the making, among 
others, with the FishBase Guide App for mobile phones 
with simple visual information to complement the specific 
physical fish rulers developed for several countries and seas. 

You type in your country and a common name. The App 
gives you a picture of the fish, key length measurements and 
a visual indication of the vulnerability of the species. 
FishBase contains 324,000 common names in >300 
languages for more than 200 countries.

Vulnerability is based on Cheung, W.W.L., T.J. Pitcher and D. 
Pauly, 2005. A fuzzy logic expert system to estimate intrinsic 
extinction vulnerabilities of marine fishes to fishing. Biol. 
Conserv., 124:97-111.

01 - 25 = "Very low"
26 - 35 = "low"
36 - 45 = "Moderate"
46 - 55 = "Moderately high" 
56 -100 = "High" 
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The FishBase Guide App 

The FishBase Guide is developed in a collaboration 
between Mundus maris asbl, the Sea Around Us 
Initiative, Fair Fish International, and Quantitative 
Aquatics hosting and developing the global 
information system FishBase (www.fishbase.org).

The FishBase Guide is an Android app currently in 
testing phase and expected to be available for the 
public at the Google Play Store by mid-September - 
https://play.google.com/store

Check it out when it’s out shortly!
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Thanks for your attention

More Info:

 www.mundusmaris.org

info@mundusmaris.org
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